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The Washington Chaplains Association 
March 10, 2009

Grace Lutheran Church, Des Moines, WA

Attendance: 45
Opening: Chaplain Greg Garringer opened the meeting. Each attendee introduced themselves and their ministry. Opening prayer by Roger McKown of Agape Message.
Program: Six speakers on the subject of Sex Offenders; program highlights as follows: 
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COSA – Canadian-based ministry.  Circles Of Support and Accountability. Hosted by Chaplain Gary Friedman.  3-Part DVD, 40 minutes (we viewed 2 parts – 25 minutes). Description of the COSA program featuring live interviews with recovering sex offenders, accountability groups in action, and input and advice from numerous counselors. Gary reported there are 20,000 registered sex offenders in Washington State. Two-thirds are level 1, and only 8% are level III. COSA is voluntary to the released sex offender, and is operated by the faith communities of Canada (with some support by Canadian Corrections). COSA participants had a 83% reduction in recidivism and a 73% reduction in violence. COSA was started by Mennonite community. COSA teaches people how to function in the community. 

Web site: http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/text/rsrch/reports/r185/r185-eng.shtml. For more information on COSA, or to arrange a possible private viewing of the DVD, contact Chaplain Gary Friedman at garyfriedman@msn.com. 
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Dana Hufford – Dana is a CCO (community corrections officer) working in Seattle. Dana’s team  supervises released level 3 sex offenders. Dana was raised as a Quaker. Housing issues discussed. Religious activities and inter-faith symposiums are used to bring different Faith groups together to establish a support base for sex offenders. Things are changing in the CCO arena - along with all state agencies, the Department of Corrections is facing large budget cuts and it is unclear how this will effect the direct supervision of offenders. Communication between prison chaplaincy and community parishes does not seem to exist.
  Churches in the community are not being prepared to accept the offenders into their congregations, which places undue hardship on the offenders and puts the congregations in a vulnerable position.   Turnover with CCOs is higher in King County than other counties; King County Department of Corrections are facing layoffs and this will effect CCOs.  Email: dehufford@doc1.wa.gov. A multi-page PowerPoint presentation entitled A View From The Balcony – Responsible Leadership when Sex Offenders are a Part of the Faith Community featuring Dana Hufford’s work is here: 
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http://www.kcsarc.org/nEvents/A%20View%20From%20the%20Balcony.ppt.  
Carol Clarke – Spoke on housing former offenders, including sex offenders. Thirty years ago she herself  came from an abusive situation and as a result was terrified of men. God has now put her in a position to rent housing to sex offenders. Last October officials called her to take sex offenders out of her home. The University of Washington petitioned the governor’s office to relocate the former sex offenders out of the University District. Fourteen men in one month had to be relocated. Carol enjoys the “mom” role and has a lot of success stories of changed lives! Carol interviews potential tenants before release (Twin Rivers) and says one in five people are victims of sexual abuse. Two Seattle Times articles about UW, the Governor, and Carol’s housing:
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2004074557_sexoffenders15m.html, 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2003932903_sexoffenders08m.html. Seattle PI story: http://www.seattlepi.com/local/335409_offender13.html. Read the blog responses too. Lastly, an article with Chaplain Gary Friedman and Carol Clark in The Daily, http://dailyuw.com/2007/10/12/move-of-sex-offenders-meets-contention/. Contact Carol Clarke via Chaplain Friedman, garyfriedman@msn.com. 
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Gary Clark –Gary works at the Union Gospel Mission. Suicidal during his early life, and sexually abused as a young boy, Gary spent two years in prison because he touched a woman’s top while working at a hospital. The Gospel changed his life. Went from prison to the Union Gospel Mission, began as a worker to assistant chaplain to program director. Now married. Life transformed. Difficult getting work, though never been unemployed since being released from prison. Still goes to therapy. Scary for him to share here – comfortable sharing in the Mission though. Questions: Do you see yourself as a former sex offender? Yes, I did what I did and I have battles. I’m not alone with others, I don’t go to the beach. I know my boundaries. I believe in redemption. Email: gclark@ugm.org. 
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Rev. Robert McKigney – Licensed counselor with expertise in sex addiction. Bob has appeared on the  700 Club and numerous local radio, print, and TV venues. Bob became a counselor for sex and alcohol addiction years ago – understands treatment centers and intervention.  Many in the Christian community are addicted to sex and it needs to be addressed. “Discovery is Recovery.” If you are addicted to sex, you need to read about it, good books, or you will not recover. You have to do what it takes. People won’t get help for sex addiction, but they’ll run to the dentist if they have a toothache. We have to be accountable to others. There is a cost to be paid to get well – study, accountability, counseling. Bob has a long track record of success with persons with addictive behavior. Worked with a father 20 years ago, presently working with his three sons; one involved in sexual addiction, and another with homosexuality. The sexual addict are enormous. 80% of women that go into chat rooms will go out in person with that person that they have chatted with. I’m constantly reading books, constantly doing Bible Studies on these subjects of addictions and dysfunctional behavior. In the church we need to be more grace-oriented toward addicted persons. It’s by God’s grace and having good friends that I am here today. I myself am recovering every day. I am accountable to three to four people and that makes a big difference. Bob’s web site: www.discovery-recovery.org.  Email: towtruckministry@yahoo.com. 
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Chaplain Art Brown – Speaking on ministry to sex offenders behind bars. 15-years ago was a drug addict; presently a chaplain for the last 6 years in the county jail system. Have taught “Assimilating the Sex Offender into the Local Church” for Prisoners For Christ. I run a recovery community as all as being a chaplain. It has 25 beds, but I cannot have sex offenders due to zoning and other limitations. Easier to work with drug and alcohol offenders than it is sex offenders due to these limitations. Was molested at 6-years old by an older female cousin. Started me into pornography and though I never ended up being a predator, many do. My younger brother was molested by an older half-brother in the 60s, he was later married, got into drugs and homosexuality, and died of AIDS a few years ago. My son was molested by a football coach; he himself offended later and has that on his record.  Grandchildren have been molested, and this man who did this came to the jail where I minister. I saw him every day. I had to pray for God to change me. Inmates offered to “settle this” for me, but I said no! Men in prison are under a load when they are sex offenders. David and Bathsheba is in the Bible! Psalm 51 is his prayer of repentance. Joseph went to prison on a sex crime. Chaplains don’t judge people, we minister to people, we reach out to them. It’s scary for a person in jail who is a sex offender. We need to let other inmates know that sex offenders sinned like anyone else sins – and their recovery is longer and hindered when they carry this extra burden. Many guys are afraid to go to chapel services because they believe that’s where the sex offenders hide. Art E. Brown, Executive Director, Prisoner Outlook Development, Email: art.e.brown@att.net. 
Closing: Chaplain Greg Garringer. Shared some of his own testimony of his ministry and original disposition toward sex offenders. Through prayer God changed his heart and opened his eyes to the pain and heartache of the sex offender.  We trust that you learned something and gained something from this meeting!
A formal thank-you letter was sent to each of the six speakers.
New Ministry introduced by Lawrence Stone: www.bighomie.org; contact info: Lawrence@bighomie.org
Business Meeting: 

1. Secretary’s Report – Bob Jordan. Minutes from last September were quickly reviewed. This was the session where WCA member Nancy Ferguson presented the program using materials from Klemmer and Associates, a program she uses with success at the Snohomish County Jail. Motion to approve by Randy Schulz, seconded and approved.
2. Treasurer’s Report – Chaplain Shannon had another commitment and could not attend; Chaplain Imo Smith handled registration and the day’s receipts. The monies received for the meeting was $680, and the meal expenses were $540 for the day. Report is incomplete, but accepted as is. Motion by Mark Richardson, seconded, approved unanimously. Report will be amended with the correct bank balances before the next WCA meeting. Update 4/2/09: Chaplain Shannon deposited monies and the WCA savings account presently stands at $449.
3. Old Business and New Business – There was no Old Business. New business is the time and venue of the next meeting. No other business discussed. Next Meeting – September 15, 2009 (this is actually the 3rd Tuesday; the 2nd Tuesday is the day after Labor Day), Ellensburg, WA, formerly the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church and now called Mercer Creek Church. Update 4/2/09: There may be a conflict in dates available for the September conference. The WCA will advise the membership when a date is secured.
4. Election of Officers – Open positions are Chairperson and Treasurer. 
a. Chairperson: Nominated – Greg Garringer. Election goes to Ch. Greg Garringer who is  now beginning his second 2-year term.
b. Treasurer: Nominated – Shannon O’Donnell; Mark Richardson. Election goes to Chaplain Shannon O’Donnell who is now beginning her second 2-year term.
Current officers are at http://www.wca2000.org/Officers/index.htm
5. New Topic – How to make programs out of no budget? The WCA membership is encouraged to email in recommendations for the next meeting.

6. Motion to Adjourn: So moved and seconded. Approved unanimously.
Afternoon Breakout Sessions:

DOC – Chaplain Greg Garringer. Attending: 10. We had discussion about upcoming policy changes specific to the DOC. Talked about Joyce Meyer Ministries (http://www.joycemeyer.org) handing out packets at each facility in March. This will be given to all offenders in work release and at other facilities. From the Joyce Meyer prison ministries website:

By the grace of God, the help of numerous volunteers and the financial support of our friends and partners, we are reaching out ...to proclaim freedom for the prisoners … (Luke 4:18 NIV). 

Since 1998, our prison ministry team has distributed more than 1.7 million gift bags—including hygiene items and one of Joyce’s books—to those who are incarcerated around the world. 

Basic hygiene products, like soap and shampoo, are something most prisoners can’t afford…and they are often the very things that open their hearts to reading the enclosed book. 

During our visits, God also provides us with many opportunities to hold services, preach the Gospel and share His love with these precious people. Over the years, more than 77,000 prisoners have given their lives to the Lord through these services. 

To date, we have visited 2,061 prisons in 27 countries, including the nations of Australia, Brazil, Cambodia, El Salvador, Grenada, Costa Rica, Canada, Nicaragua, Belize, Bahamas, Fiji, Honduras, India, Kenya, Panama, Mexico, Rwanda, and more. 

In 2007 alone, we reached 225 prisons, delivering more than 170,000 gift bags to prisoners across the U.S. and in nations like Guatemala, South Africa and New Zealand. 

In 2008, we visited 294 prisons across the globe and distributed over 205,000 gift bags to prisoners.

We also reached another ministry milestone: We distributed more than 3,500 hygiene gift bags throughout the Alaska prison system, completing our seemingly impossible goal of reaching all 50 of the United States. 
RSAC – Chaplain Gary Friedman. The Religious Services Advisory Committee is comprised of diversified individuals with expertise in their Faith system and as such can advise the Department of Corrections, through he RSAC, on matters of religious practice for inmates. The RSAC meets formally twice per year, at each of the WCA semi-annual meetings. A tri-fold description of the work and members of the RSAC is here: http://www.wca2000.org/Resources/RSAC.doc. The RSAC met to discuss pertinent business. Chaplain Gary Friedman is the chairman of the RSAC and can be reached at

garyfriedman@msn.com.
County Jail – Bob Jordan. Attending: 8; Craig Eakright, Mark Richardson, Elena Zaitseva, Art Brown, Randy Schultz, Eddie Korchemny, Anatoliy Gorbun. Discussed fundraising for specific projects and fundraising as a part of an organization’s Board of Directors. Handed out the following papers:
Lessons on Fundraising: http://www.bobjordan.net/Africa2006/Lessons%20on%20Fundraising.doc
Raising Support for Intl. Missions: http://www.bobjordan.net/message/Intl-support.doc
Example Fundraising Letters: http://www.bobjordan.net/message/intl-exampleletters.doc
(Emphasized keeping it to 1-page, having a personal greeting, having a hand-written note at the bottom, and mailing it in the US mail, not email. Emails show a lack of time investment on the part of the sender and usually get deleted without getting read.)
Board Fundraising (book summary): http://www.bobjordan.net/professional/publications/fundraising.htm
Lots of good interaction. Art Brown shared on fundraising for his ministry. Randy Schulz discussed how Prison Fellowship raises support. Jail chaplains are not funded by the state, so the individual jail chaplain has to garner support somehow. Mark Richardson is a missionary chaplain with Prisoners For Christ and shared how he uses his blog (www.settingtheprisonerfree.blogspot.com) for communication and fundraising. Bob Jordan sends out a monthly sermon to keep in touch with his network and to gain prayer and financial support for missionary trips. A few of us spoke on the successes and failures we’ve experience in raising support. The meeting took 90 minutes and all were encouraged.
� Editor’s Note: Prisoners For Christ teaches a semi-annual seminar entitled “Re-assimilating the Sex Offender into the Local Church. Contact PFC for details. Email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:gvt@pfcom.org" ��gvt@pfcom.org�. 
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